

Jl 


); 



Department of. Health Coleman A. Young, Mayor 

Herman Kiefer Hecrith Complex City of Detroit 

1151 Taylor 
Detroit, Michigan 48202 

August 3, 1990 1 


John Beasley, Chief 
Program Development Section 
Center for Health Promotion 
Michigan Department of Public Health 
3423 N. Logan, P'.O. Box 30195 
Lansing, Michigan! 48909 

Dear Mr. Beasley: 

The Detroit Health Department (DHD) welcomes the opportunity to serve as an 
intervention! site in the Project ASSIST Program under development by the Michigan 

Department of Public Health (MDPH). 

The population of the city of Detroit almost perfectly mirrors the populations 
targeted for special attention through Project ASSIST. According to 1987 statistics, 
the population of Detroit was predominantly African American (72%), representing 
83% of the state's African' American residents. Other groups classified! as ethnic 
minorities represented an additional 3% of the city's total population. Approximately 
25% of the total population was between the ages of 10 and 25 years, and 53% were 
females. The decline of the automotive industry has resulted in an unemployment 
rate among Detroit area African, Americans and other minority males of approximately 
23%. Currently, nearly 367,000 residents of the city are 1 iving below'poverty level, 
with, an annual average high school dropout rate of 14%, which increases to at least 
42% when. 9th graders are included in the base. 

In. I937, Detroit residents experienced' 2,354 cancer deaths, 18.3% of the city's total 
deaths, that year. There was an additional 5,633 deaths from heart disease andi 
cerebrovascular disease, and 1 227 deaths from diabetes mellitus. Further, in 1988', 
13.6% of all births, in the city were low birth weight, representing 26% of the total 
number of low birth weight babies born in the state of Michigan. There i'S a : proven 
link between cigarette smoking and all of these conditions. 

Given these alarming statistics, the city of Detroit is an ideal candidate to 
participate in the planning and implementation of a coordinated strategy to reduce 
the incidence of cigarette smoking and the number of deaths related! to cigarette 
smoking by the year 2000. Based on a history of successful collaborative efforts 
between the DHD and MDPH, I am confident that this endeavor has the highest possible 
potential for success. My confidence in this project is further bolstered by the 
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support the city will receive through the coalition we will coordinate. As evidenced 
by the enclosed letters of support, the organizations with which we will be working 
have long-established cooperative relationships with the DHD. 

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this much needed project. 



Richard A. Levinson, M.D., D.P.A. 
Public Health, Director 
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